A BRIEF CHRONICLE OF SOUTH AFRICA
This Chronicle is not intended to give a complete record of
events, but includes only those items which might aid the reader
in understanding the historical background and something of the
forces which were at work during Gandhiji's life and activities in
South Africa.
1795 British forces occupied the Cape by arrangement with the
Dutchj primarily because of the Cape's strategic position
on the route to India. White settlers at the time numbered
16,000.
1802 The Cape Colony returned to the Dutch Republican Gov-
ernment by virtue of the Treaty of Amiens.
1806   The Cape reconquered by Britain.
15/5 The Congress of Vienna ratified cession of the Cape Colony
to Britain,
1820 First batch of British settlers landed on the Cape Colony
shores.
1823   Commission of Enquiry into Cape affairs,
1834 Legislative Council set up in Cape Colony and popularly
elected municipal councils introduced. Slavery abolished.
1836   Great Trek began.
1838   Republican State established in Natal.
1841   Citizens of the Cape Colony petitioned for a  Legislative
Assembly.
1843   Natal annexed, by the British, to the Cape Colony.
1845   Judicial machinery introduced in Natal, hitherto under the
authority of the Governor and Legislative Council of the
Cape Colony.
1846   Governor of the Cape Colony was appointed High   Com-
missioner.
1847   Elective municipal boards in urban areas in Natal provi-
ded.
1848   Natal given a nominated Legislative Council.  The Free
State proclaimed Orange River Sovereignty.